Abrokwah, Sika

Researcher, Centre for Coastal
University of Cape Coast, Ghana

Management,

As a researcher for the Centre for Coastal
Management, Sika has an interest in sustainable
consumption in plastic waste management, marine
litter assessment, and policy development. She
has worked on marine litter assessment projects
with organisations such as the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO), Conservation
International – Liberia, and the Technical
University of Denmark. She is currently conducting
her doctoral research on the behavioural drivers of
single-use plastic usage in Ghana.

Akuoko, Ivy

Assistant Research Fellow, Centre for Coastal
Management, University of Cape Coast (UCC)

Ivy holds a BSc. in Environmental Science from
UCC and an MA in Marine Affairs from the
University of Rhode Island. Her research interests
lie in waste management, pro-environmental
behaviour, environmental health, and GIS and
Remote Sensing.
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Ivy has experience working on marine plastic
pollution projects with the University of Washington
in Ghana and Conservation International in Liberia.
Ivy is an Assistant Research Fellow at the Centre
for Coastal Management. She is currently working
towards enrolling in a PhD programme with a research focus on waste management and
behaviour change.

Amadi, Ebenezer

Programme Manager, Kenya Private Sector Alliance

Ebenezer is passionate about fostering
collaborations that are focused on sustainability. A
Programme Manager at the Kenya Private Sector
Alliance, where he leads the sustainability pillar,
Ebenezer is part of the secretariat of the Kenya
Plastics Pact, with an interest to support countries
adopt circularity.
Ebenezer has a Bachelor of Business
Administration and a Master of Business
Administration. On policy, he participates in
KEPSA's Public-Private Dialogue Platform and
was selected as a member of the National Water
Sector Investment and Financing Plan Taskforce under the Ministry of Water, Sanitation, and
Irrigation and a member of the Technical Working Group on Wastewater Circularity.

Aziz, Cordie

Founder and Executive Director, Environment360

Cordie is an expert in supporting informal sector
plastic waste collectors, also known as waste
pickers. She was a pivotal force in the creation of
the Ghana Recycling Initiative by Private
Enterprise (GRIPE) and is the co-founder of the
Plastic Recyclers and Aggregators Association of
Ghana (PRAAG).
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She is passionate about creating inclusive waste
management systems to create jobs for youth and
women and close the loop on plastics locally.

Barnardo, Toshka

Project Coordinator and Lead Researcher, WIOMSA
Marine Litter Monitoring Programme, Sustainable Seas
Trust

Toshka graduated with a Master of Science in
Zoology from Nelson Mandela University in
Gqeberha, South Africa. She is the project
coordinator and lead researcher for the litter
monitoring project at Sustainable Seas Trust
(SST). Toshka coordinated the Western Indian
Ocean Marine Science Association (WIOMSA)
Marine Litter Monitoring Programme for which
partners from seven East African countries
collected and shared litter data on a regional level.
She is also the primary editor of the African Marine Litter Monitoring Manual – a guidebook for
litter monitoring in Africa. Toshka is part of a team of experts working on the second edition of
the manual, as well as an accredited online litter monitoring course.

Bholah, Ravhee

Associate Professor, Mauritius Institute of Education
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Ravhee is an Associate Professor and is presently
the Head of the School of Science and
Mathematics, and also leading the Centre of Open
and Distance Learning at the Mauritius Institute of
Education - a degree-awarding teacher education
institution of higher learning. He has thus been
engaged in Teacher Education, Curriculum
Development and Educational Research for
almost 20 years. He has also been the focal
person for Education for Sustainable Development
(ESD) at the institution for more than 12 years and
has been coordinating various ESD related
projects including Education Communication and sustainable Lifestyles (e.g., waste
management) and climate change education (CCE)-related projects.

Boomsma, Karin

Director, Sustainable Inclusive Business– Africa (under
KEPSA Foundation) (SIB-K); PEP Communication |
TheRockGroup

Karin perceives businesses as a force for good
and Circular Economy as a key model for the new
systems. Using creativity and innovation to turn
climate change and circular economy concepts
into relevant business strategies, communication,
fruitful partnerships, networks, activities, and
positive impact. Boosting start-ups and grown-up
businesses to rethink their DNA and redesign
models into future-proof ones is her key focus.
Currently SIB-K is the secretariat for the Kenya
Plastics Pact and has conducted waste stream study in East Africa with matching Roadmap.

Bosire, Jared

Programme Management Officer,
Convention (WIOSAP project)

UNEP

Nairobi
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Jared has a PhD in Marine Science and more than
20 years of experience focusing on environmental
sustainability in various sectors, covering
governmental, non-governmental and intergovernmental organisations. He has led many
national, regional and international programmes
and offered leadership in organisational
development and transformation. Jared works at
the UNEP Nairobi Convention as Programme
Management Officer coordinating the WIOSAP
project whose objective is to reduce stress from
land-based sources across the Convention countries.

Bouwman, Henk

Professor, North-West University

Henk majored in Zoology, Chemistry, and
Microbiology, and later added Biochemistry. He
worked at the South African Medical Research
Council in environmental health, as Specialist
Scientist and Assistant Director at the Agricultural
Research Council, and now as Professor at NWU.
Henk focuses on ecotoxicology of various
biological systems including earthworms, fish,
humans, birds, crocodiles, dolphins, wasps,
dragonflies, and coral reefs. He was a holder of an
NRF Blue Skies research grant investigating the
impacts of marine plastics on tropical coral reefs.
He drafted and negotiated international policy for
the Stockholm Convention that is now international law. He was a member of the Scientific
and Technical Advisory Panel of the Global Environment Facility, advancing the concerns
about marine plastics, POPs, and integrated interventions.

De Vos, Deidre

Programme Coordinator, African
Network, Sustainable Seas Trust

Marine

Waste
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Deidre is a marine scientist by training and functions as
a programme coordinator for the African Marine Waste
Network (AMWN), working to promote a circular
economy through policy change in Africa. Through the
AMWN, Deidre hopes to develop an information sharing
network that facilitates the development of National
Action Plans that capture country specific actions,
moving Africa towards Zero Plastics to its Seas.
Through coordinating the WIOMSA marine litter
legislative gaps project, she understands the regulatory
framework governing waste both on land and at sea in
Africa. She is passionate about the ocean space and
facilitating, through the AMWN, policy environments that enable a circular economy, ultimately
mitigating plastic leakages into the marine environment, whilst providing opportunities to grow a blue
economy.

Dixon, Mark

Research Leader, Strandloper Project

Mark founded the Strandloper Project in January
2018 to clean up snagged recreational fishing
tackle from the reef at Gericke’s Point. As a former
CCAMLR Scientific observer on long liner fishing
vessels in the Ross Sea, Mark realised that the
reef clean-ups offered an opportunity to study the
impact of ghost fishing, lead poisoning and
entanglements caused by recreational fishing.
A passionate naturalist, Mark has diverse interests
and is an active field researcher in Ornithology,
marine biology and Ichnology.

Dreyer, Dana

Office Manager, PA to the CEO, National Training
Manager, Angels Resource Centre - 2019 PETCO
Awards - Best Community Breakthrough Initiative
Winner

Angels Resource Centre is a professional Rural
Implementation Centre focused on development in
under-resourced communities.
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As partners in rural development, the centre helps
implement programmes that match the needs of
communities and their available resources to their
partner’s impact objectives.

Dube, Sipho

Managing Director, Landfill Consult (PTY) Ltd.

Sipho earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Business
Administration (majoring in Marketing and
Logistics) (Honors Student) in Alabama, USA and
later enrolled with Damelin Business College for a
diploma in Project Management. In 1997, with
Leon Grobbelaar, he co-founded Enviro-Fill, which
became one of South Africa’s leading waste
management companies.
After Enviro-fill was bought by Interwaste in 2007,
he left the group in 2009 to run Landfill Consult,
which he founded as a waste consulting company.
Now the Managing Director of Landfill Consult
(PTY) Ltd, he has over 26 years of experience as a Waste Management Practitioner.

Giang, Phong

Advisor, GIZ (Global Marine Litter project)
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Phong holds a degree in waste management and
has been working in the field of waste
management and circular economy for more than
15 years both in Germany (collection and sorting)
and in the field of international cooperation. At
present, Phong is an Advisor at GIZ in the Global
Marine Litter project, which is implemented on
behalf of the German Federal Ministry for the
Environment (BMUV). The project supports the
BMUV in the implementation of the funding
programme "Marine Debris Framework - Regional
Hubs around the globe" and its commitment to the
prevention of marine litter at the international level.

Gilardi, Kirsten

Wildlife Veterinarian, UC Davis School of Veterinary
Medicine

Kirsten is a wildlife veterinarian at the UC Davis
School of Veterinary Medicine. She directs the
California Lost Fishing Gear Recovery Project, a
collaboration with fishermen that aims to remove
abandoned, lost, and otherwise discarded fishing
gear and other marine debris from California’s
coastal ocean. Kirsten serves on the Expert
Advisory Council for the Global Ghost Gear
Initiative and is a member of the Joint Group of
Experts on Scientific Aspects of Marine
Environmental Protection (GESAMP), a scientific
advisory body to the United Nations, where she chairs a working group on ocean-based
sources of marine debris.

Gilliard, Sauli

Journalist, Tanzania Standard Newspapers, Dar es
Salaam
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A Tanzanian Journalist who holds a BA in Mass
Communication from University of Dar es Salaam,
Sauli has gained in-depth experience at various
media
houses
and
non-governmental
organisations. He has been recognised as the best
journalist in various categories, including
renewable energy, climate change and the
environment at large. At present, Sauli works with
a government-owned media house, Tanzania
Standard Newspapers (TSN), based in Dar es
Salaam. Sauli writes on various environmental
topics in relation to gender and sustainability.

Glad, Tommy

Founder, Nzima Recycling - 2019 PETCO Awards PET-trepreneur Winner

Nzima Recycling started out in 2007 with owners
and founders Tommy and Jeanine Glad having
just R50 in their pockets but armed with a real
desire to make a difference. In 2014, their
business was destroyed in a fire and, two years
later, the land they were using was sold from
underneath them and they had to begin again.
Today, the business employs more than 14 people
and handles over 20 tonnes of PET plastic bottles
per month.

Godfrey, Linda

Principal Scientist, Council for Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR)
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Linda is a Principal Scientist at the CSIR and
Extraordinary Professor at Northwest University,
South Africa, and holds a PhD in Engineering. With
over 20-years of sector experience, she manages
the Waste Research Development and Innovation
Roadmap Implementation Unit on behalf of
Government. She has provided strategic input to
several local, regional and international waste and
circular economy initiatives for the United Nations,
European Union, World Bank, South African
Government, Academy of Sciences, International
Solid Waste Association, universities and businesses. She lectures internationally on solid
waste management in developing countries, including the social, economic and environmental
opportunities of “waste” within a circular economy context. She has published extensively in
the field.

Grobbelaar, Leon

Managing Director, Raalebborg Environmental Pty Ltd.

Before he started Raalebborg Environmental, he
was a main board director at one of the leading
multi-national waste management companies in
South Africa, responsible for all waste
management facilities within Southern Africa.
As project director he headed up groundbreaking
PPP projects for the development of new landfill
facilities for District Municipalities and the licensing
of the first direct combustion plant for municipal
solid waste in South Africa.
Leon was elected as the President for the Institute
of waste management in Southern Africa and is currently the past president of the IWMSA.

Issola, Yacoub

National Expert, CFI - WA Project Coordinator, Abidjan
Convention
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Yacoub is the Coordinator for the mangroves
sustainable management outputs of the Coastal
Fisheries Initiable project implemented by FAO in
collaboration with the Abidjan Convention, where
he is a committee member for the two new
additional protocols on plastic pollution and Marine
Protected Areas. He holds a Doctorate degree in
Oceanology with specialisation in pollution and a
Master’s Degree in Internal Audit and Business
Administration. Before joining the Abidjan
Convention, Yacoub worked for the UNDP Côte
d’Ivoire and DRC programmes, for the NGO as Executive Director and as a consultant.

Jambeck, Jenna

Georgia Athletic Association Distinguished Professor in
Environmental Engineering University of Georgia

Jenna is a Georgia Athletic Association
Distinguished
Professor
in
Environmental
Engineering at the University of Georgia, Founder
of the Circularity Informatics Lab in the New
Materials Institute, and was a National Geographic
Fellow from 2018-2021. She has been conducting
research on solid waste issues for over 25 years
and marine debris/plastic pollution for 21 years.
Her work has been recognised by the global
community and translated into policy discussions
by the High Level Panel for the Ocean, testimony
to Congress, in G7 and G20 Declarations, and the United Nations Environment programme.
She has conducted public environmental diplomacy as an International Informational Speaker
for the US Department of State since 2017.

Johansen, Lars

Acting COO, Handelens Miljøfond
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Lars has a Master of technology from NTNU,
specialising in industrial chemistry, with LCA for
the production of polyolefins in Norway as the
subject for his Master's thesis. He has worked with
LCA, industrial ecology, producer responsibility,
design for recycling and analyses and is currently
working for the Norwegian Retailers' Environment
Fund (NREF) as acting COO. NREF is Norway's
largest private environment fund and supports
national and international projects that reduce
plastic pollution, increase resource efficiency and
reduce the consumption of plastic.

Khalema, Koebu

Independent Consultant, Circular Economies and
Waste Management

Koebu is a chemist by training, holding a PhD in
Analytical Chemistry, where his research work
focused on method development for Arsenic and
Selenium in various environmental matrices. This
is where he started work on hazardous chemicals
and environment management. For more than 15
years, he worked as a lecturer in chemistry and a
consultant in chemicals and waste management
within which time he developed several strategic
and policy interventions for Lesotho. He was the
Programme Officer at Africa Institute (BSCRS)
between March 2012 and May 2022, where he worked closely and intensively in regional and
national projects with global organizations including BRS, UNIDO, UNITAR, UNEP and AfDB,
KEMI, among others.

Kieser, John

Sustainability Manager, Plastics SA.

At present, John Kieser is the Sustainability
Manager for Plastic SA for the coastal
provinces. His interest in this field is linked to
plastics as a pollutant at sea and mitigation efforts
to reduce the material finding its way into the sea
and have been active on this issue for more than
25 years.
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John leads various projects to mitigate the issue of
marine debris at sea and represents South Africa
at various international forums to address the issue
of plastics at sea.

Kom, Arnold

Entrepreneur and founder of Bottle Furniture

Arnold Kom is a Cameroonian entrepreneur and
founder of the start-up Bottle Furniture (2019),
whose mission is to fight against plastic pollution
through the recycling and recovery of used plastic
bottles.
By training, Arnold is an engineer in the
management of fisheries and aquatic ecosystems.
He is passionate about aquatic environments and
the preservation of biodiversity, a cause that is
very close to his heart.

Maclean, Kyle

Student, Fitzpatrick Institute, University of Cape Town

Kyle Maclean is a MSc student at the FitzPatrick
Institute at the University of Cape Town. His
current project will provide an inventory of current
measures to intercept macroplastics in South
African waterways and assess the efficacy of litter
barriers under South African conditions through
both direct observation and experimental
measures.

Page

13

Kyle enjoys hands-on fieldwork and working
outdoors and has an interest in how science can
influence policy-making and help focus mitigation
efforts in response to plastic pollution.

Maione, Carol

Researcher, Politecnico di Milano and San Diego State
University

Carol is a natural scientist, doctoral researcher at
Politecnico di Milano (Milan, Italy) and San Diego
State University (San Diego, California).
Carol’s work is focused on (i) multi-level monitoring
and dynamic modelling of material flows and
pollution cycles across the industrial and natural
systems; (ii) role and relevance of technology (e.g.,
monitoring technology, recycling technology) in
enhancing a circular economy for plastics; and (iii)
impacts of anthropogenic pollution on coastal
communities and marine-dependent activities.

Magongo, Jack

Leader, Timele Greening - 2018 PETCO Awards Recycling & Waste Reduction Warrior

Page

14

Timele Greening was announced as the Recycling
and Waste Reduction Warrior winner in the PET
Recycling Company (PETCO) South Africa’s
Annual Awards 2018. This category recognises
passionate individuals that work tirelessly towards
PETCO’s vision of capacitated, empowered
consumers that know about PET and know that it is
recyclable and safe to use; who understand the
potential and value of PET and recycled PET (rPET);
and use their influence and buying power to drive
positive recycling behaviour through demanding
products containing recycled content.

Mann-Lang, Judy

Executive – Strategic Projects, Two Oceans Aquarium
Education Foundation
Judy is passionate about marine conservation and has
focused her career on helping people to care for the
oceans, which led her to work for the South African
Association for Marine Biological Research (SAAMBR)
in Durban for three decades. She was the Director of
Education for 10 years, the uShaka Sea World Director,
and the first woman Chief Executive Officer of
SAAMBR. After 30 years at SAAMBR, Judy become the
Executive – Strategic Projects with the Two Oceans
Aquarium Education Foundation in Cape Town in 2022.
She holds a master’s degree in Ichthyology, a
Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration and PhD
from the University of Queensland in Australia.

Manyara, Peter

Regional Programme Manager, Coastal and Ocean
Resilience, IUCN Eastern & Southern Africa Regional
Office
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Until recently, Peter led IUCN’s regional effort to
address marine plastic pollution in the Western
Indian Ocean, serving as the regional coordinator
of its Marine Plastics and Coastal Communities
“MARPLASTICCs” project. He oversaw the
implementation of a number of plastic pollution
hotspotting assessments in South Africa, Kenya,
Tanzania and Mozambique, policy analyses that
reviewed gaps in national legal and policy
frameworks, and economic studies that analysed
the impacts of plastic pollution on tourism revenue and employment, and on fisheries and
livelihoods in different countries. He previously worked with UNEP’s global initiative on marine
litter, now known as the Global Partnership on Marine Litter (GPML).

Masenya, Thakane

Representing Circular Green (Pty) LTD – 2021 PETCO
Awards - PET-trepreneur Award

Circular Green (Pty) Ltd was established in 2017
as a youth owned company. Operating as a buyback centre and a waste management company
covering separation at source and waste disposal,
Circular Green currently covers households with
the intention to expand to retail spaces and other
organisations. Their recycling programme as a
buy-back centre currently caters to other
formal/informal collectors, landfill sites and cap
site collections.

Matjila, Harriet

Co-Director, Makhabisi Recycling and Trading - 2019
PETCO Awards - PET-trepreneur Winner

Boksburg-based Makhabisi Recycling and Trading
was founded by Mrs Anna Hartebeest in 2009 with
her daughter Ms Harriet Matjila. This women-led
initiative is helping to reduce waste from our
landfills, air pollution and water pollution and is
creating community awareness and providing
much-needed employment ever since.
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The thriving business now employs 49 people (25
are women, 15 men with 9 temporary jobs created
on average, 28 employees consist of youth.
Besides the full-time employed people, the
initiative has created over (+1000 informal jobs).

Mazibuko, Tshepo

Founder and Managing Member of K1 Recycling Waste
Management Solutions - 2016 PETCO Awards - PET
Community Outreach and Upliftment Winner

Tshepo started K1 Recycling in 2009 from picking
up waste recyclables from rubbish bins on the
streets. Today, he is responsible for the overall
operation of his waste management company,
including current expansion projects.
Tshepo has a data capturing diploma is from
Boston Business College and holds a Business
Management Certificate from ITCLO-Italy and
Gordon’s Institute of Business Science (GIBS).

Mteto, Thandolwethu

Master’s Student, Nelson Mandela University

A young professional with an interest in
sustainable community services, engineering and
societal integration activities, Thandolwethu holds
an Honours Degree from Nelson Mandela
University and is currently pursuing a Master’s
Degree in Construction Management by research
with a specialisation in solid waste management
and economic development.
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Thandolwethu has experience in stakeholder
engagement, both nationally and internationally,
administration, strategic management, leadership,
and client care and affordable housing
development and management.

Ngaha Ngaha, Jean

President – Founder, Best Globe Network Engineering

A writer and author of scientific works on waste
management in African cities, Jean holds a
Master’s Degree in Engineering in Environmental
Sciences; option Sustainable Waste Management
at the National Advanced School of Public Works
Yaoundé. Jean is the President – Founder of the
Best Globe Network Engineering organisation. He
is the inventor of the TRICOL combination, a tool
for mobile collection and instant waste sorting, and
designer of the didactic tool for initiation to the
sorting of waste through play. Jean is regularly
invited, as a panellist, to numerous national and
international scientific meetings.

Nuñez, Erica

Programme Officer, The Ocean Foundation’s Plastics
Initiative
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Erica is the Program Officer for The Ocean
Foundation's Plastics Initiative, where she serves
as the technical and programmatic lead managing
the organization's scientific and policy activities
related to combating plastic pollution. She leads
the organization’s engagement in the UN
Environment Assembly and upcoming plastics'
treaty negotiations, among other international
forums, where solutions to prevent plastic pollution
are being discussed. She has nearly twenty years
of experience working to protect and conserve the
ocean and its resources and served fourteen of those years with the US federal government
before moving on to the non-governmental organisation sector.

Mvambo, Sibonile

Owner, Abelusi Nabavuni Ngemvelo Cooperative –
2018 PETCO Awards – PET-trepreneur Winner

The Abelusi Nabavuni Ngemvelo Cooperative,
operating in the Eastern Cape, specialises in
recycling plastic and cardboard. Since starting
operations in 2016, the company has employed
three contract workers, who assist with the
collection of waste in town, residential areas,
locations, and landfill site within Indwe. Founder
Abelusi Ngemvelo notes that his aim when starting
the cooperative was to encourage other collectors
in the community. Following the cooperative’s
foundation, Sibonile Mvambo started to buy from
the collectors of the cooperative, providing them with their main source of income and enabling
them to provide for their families.

Nell, Holly

Marine Litter Scientist, Cefas
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After obtaining her PhD at the University of
KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa Holly was awarded a
three-year National Research Foundation Scarce
Skills Scholarship from 2014 to 2017. During her
three years, she identified key data gaps in the
field of environmental microplastic contamination
both nationally and internationally, specifically
investigating the distribution of particles across
marine and freshwater compartments. In mid2018, Holly joined the University of Birmingham
(UoB) where she led the Leverhulme-funded “100
Plastic Rivers” Project (PI: Prof. Stefan Krause).
The project investigates the distribution of microplastics in rivers globally. In November 2021
Holly joined Cefas as a Marine Litter Scientist.

Nkosi, Madlenkosi (Mandla)

Owner, Man Recycling - 2021 PETCO Awards – PETrepreneur Winner

After unemployment hit, Mandla started recycling
PET bottles. Since then, he's started his own
business, Man Recycling; built a drive-thru library;
and started a veggie garden.
Because of Mandla’s interventions, PET bottles
are kept out of the environment, where they do not
belong. Moreover, because of the business that he
has created, people in his community have hope –
hope for a future and hope for a better life for
themselves and their families.

Eirik Oland

Acting CEO, Norwegian Retailers Environment Fund
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Eirik, acting CEO at the Norwegian Retailers
Environment Fund, has been heavily involved in
building up the fund from the start, most of the time
as COO (Chief Operating Officer), in charge of
making priorities and seeing them come alive. He
has a background within EPR and plastics
representing the commercial sector for almost
twenty years. He has been involved on a European
level, holding different positions within European
stakeholder organisations such as EPRO
(plastics recycling) and EXPRA (EPR). Since 2017
he has been full time committed to NREF.

Ombisi, David

Programme Officer, UNEP Regional Office for Africa

David is a Programme Officer at UNEP’s Regional
Office for Africa based in Nairobi, in charge of the
Secretariat of the African Ministerial Conference
on the Environment (AMCEN). He has over 15
years’ experience on issues related to
environmental governance, policy and strategy
development, environmental impact assessment,
health and environment linkages, solid waste
management and environmental education. A
Kenyan national, David holds a Master’s degree in
Environmental Planning and Management from
the University of Nairobi, Kenya. He has a Diploma
in Environmental Planning and Management from Galilee College, Israel and a Certificate in
Integrated Environmental Management from Bath University, UK.

Onyango, Ezra

Project Officer, Evaluation and Monitoring, WSCSDKenya
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A research assistant at the Marine Education and
Research Center, Kenya, Ezra serves as the
project officer, evaluation and monitoring, at World
Student Community for Sustainable Development
(WSCSD-Kenya), overseeing various marine
research, conservation, and education projects.
Ezra is also the lead researcher of the institution’s
open-loop recycling of plastic wastes and marine
debris project. He also has experience in research
in solid waste management, focusing on plastic
pollution, marine debris and integration of the
sustainable use of marine resources with technical aspects in creating a circular economy.

Osborne, Janine

CEO Designate, Sustainable Seas Trust

Janine’s career is an ongoing pledge towards the
protection and health of our oceans – from her
work with the Namibian government as an
intertidal biologist, to pioneering the sustainable
seafood movement in South Africa with the WWFSASSI Programme, to her work in driving recycling
behaviour and sustainable waste management
practices with PETCO, the South African PET
Plastic Recycling Company and now, as CEO
Designate of the Sustainable Seas Trust.
Janine has a passion for the sustainability agenda.
With experience working in the NGO, corporate,
government, and not-for-profit company sectors, Janine is deeply motivated to bring about
meaningful change through the work that she is involved in.

Preston, Carol

Artist and Environmental Activist

Page

22

Carol focuses on using the arts to bridge the gap
between knowledge and action in rural youth in
South Africa, with the specific intention of changing
poor environmental behaviour in littering and
dumping of waste. With undergrad training in the
visual arts, anthropology, and stage craft, and a
masters in performing arts, she now works as an
artist and environmental activist in the village of
Wakkerstroom, Mpumalanga. Her work with the
children in the village is a continuation of her
doctoral fieldwork, where she aims to provide an
on-going platform for sustainable environmental
education.

Randall, Peter

Fisheries & Marine Litter Scientist (ALDFG), Cefas

Peter works for the Centre for Environment,
Fisheries and Aquaculture Science (Cefas) Peter’s
core work areas are Abandoned Lost and
otherwise Discarded Fishing Gear (ALDFG) and
exploring the viability of biodegradable alternatives
to plastic in fishing gear. Peter’s research involves
establishing baseline information on fisheries, the
prevalence, and drivers of ALDFG; offering
solutions to counteract those drivers. Peter’s work
led to his participation in both the Expert and
Technical Consultations on the “Marking of Fishing
Gears” for the FAO. The resultant “Voluntary
Guidelines on the marking of fishing gear” were ratified at the 33rd meeting of the Committee
on Fisheries.

Raubenheimer, Karen

Senior Lecturer, ANCORS, University of Wollongong
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Karen holds a PhD in international policy to
prevent marine plastic pollution. She has led
several studies on global and regional plastics
governance, including the UNEP report assessing
the effectiveness of relevant governance
strategies, presented UNEA-3. She was the lead
author of the 2020 report commissioned by the
Nordic Council of Ministers for the Environment
and Climate Change, titled Possible elements of a
new global agreement to prevent plastic pollution,
and is currently working with UNEP to develop a
global indicator framework for plastics. At present,
Karen is a senior lecturer at ANCORS, University of Wollongong, Australia.

Robertson-Andersson, Deborah

Head of Education, Sustainable Seas Trust

Deborah read as an Integrated Multi-Trophic
Aqua-culturist at the University of Cape
Town. She maintains that this is what makes her
such a good educator as she had to communicate
her research effectively.
Deborah was employed at the University of
KwaZulu-Natal as a marine biology lecturer whose
lab specialised in microplastics and science
communication. Her passion is education and
Deborah is the Head of Education at the
Sustainable Seas Trust.

Roman, Henry

Director, Environmental Services and Technologies.
Department of Science and Innovation

Henry Roman holds a PhD in Biotechnology from
Rhodes University, South Africa, specialising in
the bioremediation of acid mine drainage. He has
16 years’ experience in the National System of
Innovation in various roles with 10 of these at the
Department of Science and Innovation (DSI).
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Henry has led the development of two Roadmaps
related to the Green Economy ambitions of South
Africa, to guide research, development and
innovation in the water and waste sectors. He is a
member of the Advisory Panel for Sustainable
Seas Trust, a Steering Committee Member of the Partnership for Action on Green Economy
(PAGE-SA), as well as the Switch Africa Green Programme in South Africa. He is currently
working on developing an STI Framework for Circular Economy.

Steyn, Douw

Sustainability Director, Plastics|SA

Douw has an extensive history in the plastics
industry, having joined the Plastics Federation of
SA as an Environmental Officer in 1997. His
passion lies in guiding and supporting the South
African plastics industry’s sustainability objectives,
ensuring environmental responsibility, as well as
the education of the public and awareness creation
in terms of plastics, its uses and recycling. He is an
active member of various waste management and
environmental organisations, including the Global
Plastics Alliance, UN Ad Hoc Expert Group on
Marine and Micro Plastics, the Electronic Waste
Association of SA, Chairman of the National Recycling Forum SA and founder member of
various organisations and campaigns.

Wadhwani, Chandru

Joint Managing Director, Extrupet Pty.Ltd
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Chandru is Extrupet’s Joint Managing Director. He
has been involved in the Textile and Plastics
industries across the African continent for the last
30 years. Of that time, 19 of those years have been
spent in South Africa as part of the team
responsible for the setting up and running of
Africa’s leading PET and HDPE bottle recycling
company, Extrupet.

Whyte, Chris

Managing Director, Chris Whyte & Associates

Chris has been involved in environmental and
sustainable project developments across Africa for
over three decades. He founded and headed USEIT the Waste Materials Recovery Industry
Development Programme in Durban, South Africa
from 2009 to 2020, facilitating more than 2,600
jobs in the waste and recycling sector in that time,
leveraging 4.5 times their funding in landfill savings
to municipality and an additional 10 times that
funding in commercial project development.
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Chris deals in every aspect of the waste stream to
explore,
invent
and
create
sustainable
opportunities in waste beneficiation that touch on waste management, water management,
infrastructure, energy, social upliftment, environmental benefit, economic development, lowcarbon development, enterprise development and skills development – all key aspects of
sustainability and drivers of the Circular Economy.

